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USPETUErs 7 3
~of disbelief:: -~

or’ those -*who believe
publishers are*perpetu-
ally out to lunch,.Karen
Moline’s first novel has an

unfortunate title. Worse is the -
fact that its love . triangle
concerns a Hollywood 'star, a“
painter, and a- bodyguard —

all rich Americans temporar: °
| dy living in London. Worse

lves -
sado-masochism, eroti¢ obses-- -

sall is that its plot i

sion and whipping. A more
calculatedly commercial and
repulsive concoction would be
hard to imagine.

Yet it would be wrong to

reject this book solely on

grounds. for its clever plot is
graced by a fluency and an
interest in character which
places it somewhere between
the elegant pap of Josephine

Hanandthzimeﬂigmtpopof_,
Barbara Vine. Erotic obses-
. sion needs the suspenders of

. disbelief to be in twanging

order if it is not to degenerate
into the affectless absurdities
of pornography: what is note-
worthy o

right. . 2
-'NarmedbyMbod'yguard__hf oerne :
few will fail to recognise - to

to the superstarry Nick Mun-

cie, Lunch charts the progress

of a cruel seducton. and 2
parailel moral

regeneration.
‘Beaudful, gentle Olivia at-
|- tracts the attention of Nick, “a

living god* whose own beauty
mumls a taste for sadism.
The sex scenes, curiously
unerotic and mostly conveyed
through di . are a mux-
ture of banality ‘and insight
which has a film quality - and
indeed, the scarred and ma-
nipulative M does film their

' ol c' fluent and dcver :

couplings. ‘He alone knows the -
secret-of Nick’s -self-invented .-
past and, this inverted Cyrano g
writes the speeches with which |

Lunch is that despite - _
a ‘tendency 10 meretricious =
settings and French-phrases.® ©
"Moline - very nearly ge!s lt-'.

to the

"ing debuts so far this year. It .
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Nick tes Olivia’s de-

fences. Yet their plaris misfire—

when M falls in love with their

intended victim. ,with conse-. " : 0
from- wiudl mune E

escapes-unscathed. - f

For Lunch is at Imt pamal
concerned with 2 question E

what extent does erotic obses-.
sion with another person alter
the essential self? Olivia, Like
all Nick's g;z is blindfolded
before her torture. yet she
sees through all the deceptions
bodyguard's potential
for humanity. This is a palat- .
able version of The Story of O ¢,
and one of the more interest--

will. however, make you feel © -
queasy in a restaurant fOI'

some tlme




